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Factsheet 1 
 

Background 
The Universal Declaration on Human Rights 
 
History 
This course will look at the Rights of Children in this country and throughout the 
world.  The basic rights for children are summed up in ‘The United Nations 
Convention on Rights of the Child’.  This will be described in more detail later.  
 
The Universal Declaration on Human Rights is the basis for the Convention of the 
Rights for the Child.  
 
When the United Nations was founded in 1945, its aim was to bring together all the 
countries in the world to live in peaceful co-operation. Its charter urged nations to 
promote and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms �for all�. 
 
The United Nations soon drew up its Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1948.  This declaration stated: 
 
“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and should act toward one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood."  
 
- UN Declaration of Human Rights 
 
The main parts of the declaration state that everyone is entitled to:  
·  Freedom without any distinction based on race, colour, sex, language, 

religion, national origin or birth. 
·  The right to leave any country and the right to have and change nationality.  
·  Protection, by society and the State, for families.  
·  The right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution. 
·  The right to participate in the arts and cultural life.  
·  Special care and assistance for children and their caregivers.  
·  The right to life, liberty and security of person.  
·  Freedom from torture and cruel, inhumane or degrading punishment.  

The right to a fair and public hearing, and the right to be presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.  

·  The right to equal pay for equal work and to favourable work conditions.  
·  No arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  
·  The right to take part in the government, directly or through freely chosen 

representatives.  
·  The right to fair pay and to a standard of living adequate for the health and 

well-being of self and family.  
·  The right to education, which should be free in elementary stages, and should 

be available at high levels.  
·  The right to an effective remedy for acts violating fundamental rights.  
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Factsheet 2 
 

Background to the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child 
 
 
The Convention: 
 
·  Is the most widely accepted human rights treaty ever. 
·  Has been ratified by 191 countries worldwide but not Somalia or USA.   
·  Has been signed by 109 countries. 
·  Has been in force in the UK since 1992. 
·  Has been adopted by many local councils.  Find out whether your local 

council has adopted it and when?  
 
The Legal Status of the Convention 
 
·  The Convention on the Rights of the Child is a universally agreed set of non-

negotiable standards and obligations.  
·  Decisions with regard to anyone’s rights must be made in the light of all the 

other rights in the Convention. 
·  Countries sign the treaty to ensure the Protection of Children�s Rights and to 

hold themselves accountable for this commitment before the international 
community. 

·  The Convention itself does not have the legal status of domestic or 
international law. 

·  It is an indication that the country intends to undertake a careful examination 
of the treaty in good faith to determine its position towards it.  

·  To be legally bound by the terms of the Convention a country must become a 
State Party to it either by ratification or accession.  

·  There is a Committee on the Rights of the Child.  This consists of 10 experts 
from State Parties who work from Geneva to examine the ‘progress’ that the 
individual countries have made in achieving the obligations of the convention. 
This committee writes a report pointing out ways in which countries that have 
signed up to the Convention are not meeting the standards laid out in the 
Convention.  Examples of how this relates to the UK are included later.  

 
The Rights are universal i.e. every child is entitled, regardless of where born or to 
whom, sex, religion, or social origin.  The body of rights included in the Convention 
are the rights of all children everywhere. 
 
Standards in health care, education and legal, civil and social services are set as 
benchmarks against which progress can be assessed. 
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Worksheet 1 
 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 
 
On the 10th December 1948 the United Nations set out some basic human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all men and women.  The kinds of rights they stated were: 

 
1. RIGHTS TO LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND DIGNITY ARE THE BIRTHRIGHT 

OF EVERY PERSON. 
 

Q: What do you think liberty, equality and dignity mean? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

2. THE RIGHTS TO LIFE, LIBERTY AND SECURITY OF A PERSON ARE 
FUNDAMENTAL TO THE ENJOYMENT OF OTHER RIGHTS INCLUDING 
FREEDOM FROM:   SLAVERY 

  TORTURE 
  UNREASONABLE ARREST 

 
Q: Can you give an example of what you think an unreasonable arrest 
might be: 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
3. OTHER RIGHTS INCLUDE:   
 
A FAIR TRIAL EDUCATION 

MARRY AND HAVE A FAMILY FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 

PARTICIPATE IN THE CULTURAL LIFE 
OF COMMUNITIES 

WORK  

EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY 

A STANDARD OF LIVING ADEQUATE 
FOR HEALTH AND WELL BEING 

REST AND LEISURE 

 
Choosing one of these rights – note down the possible consequences for yourself 
and family if these were not rights.  
 

__________________________________________________________  
 
The Universal Declaration of human rights was an inspiration for national and 
international efforts to protect and promote human rights.  What followed was: 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989 
To find out more about the convention: 
·  Look at UNICEF’s website: www.unicef.org.uk.  
·  Research the history of children’s rights  
·  Research why it took so long for the Convention on the Rights of the Child to 

be drawn up. 
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Worksheet 2 
 

Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
 
 
 
Examine the background to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Out of all the rights that you looked at, which ones do you think are most important? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Why? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
In the UK, do you think there are any children that do not have these rights and if so 
give an example. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Around the world, do you think there are any children who do not have these rights?  
Again give any relevant examples.  Look at relevant websites such as 
www.unicef.org. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Worksheet 3 
 

Rights and Responsibilities 
 
 

LOOK AT A COPY OF THE CONVENTION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE 
CHILD.  BY YOURSELF, LIST AT LEAST THREE RIGHTS THAT YOU 

THINK ARE IMPORTANT.  OPPOSITE THE RIGHTS COLUMN IS A 
RESPONSIBILITY COLUMN.  FOR EACH RIGHT THAT YOU HAVE 

LISTED, THINK OF A RESPONSIBILITY THAT COMES WITH IT.  
LOOK AT THE FIRST EXAMPLE TO GIVE YOU AN IDEA.  

 
Rights Responsibilities 

 
The right to be educated 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The responsibility to learn as much as 
you can. 
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Worksheet 4 
 

Your Rights as a Child 
 
 
From the second that you are born you have automatic rights.  
In a group, write down in the box below what you think those 
rights are as if you were explaining them to a being from a 
different planet: (a good example is do you have the right to 
life?). 
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© Institute for Citizenship 

Factsheet 3 
 
The United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 
 
 
 

 
 
This factsheet describes what is contained in the UN Convention. Those 
articles in bold can be seen as the most fundamental. 
  
Article 1 Child means anyone below the age of 18. 
 
Article 2 Rights have to be set out without discrimination against race, disability, 

sex or language etc. 
 

Article 3 In courts of law or authorities, the best interest of the Child is the first 
consideration. 

 
Article 4 All legal and administrative measures have to be undertaken by state 

parties. 
 
Article 5 State parties will respect rights and responsibilities of parents. 

 
Article 6 Every child has the right to life. 

 
Article 7 From birth the state will ensure that the child has a right to a name and 

to know who is caring for them. 
 

Article 8 The right to preserve identity. 
 

Article 9 The right not to be separated from parents unless the best interests of 
the child are not been carried out.  If separated from parents, the child 
has a right to contact. 

 
Article 10 If child lives in different country then they have the right to regular 

contact with parents.  
 

Article 11 State parties will combat illicit transfer and non-return of children 
abroad. 

 
Article 12 The right to express views freely in matters that affect them. 

 
Article 13 The right to freedom of expression, which includes the freedom to seek 

and receive information through any media type, subject to certain 
restrictions. 
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Article 14 Respect of the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion. 
 
Article 15 Freedom of association and peaceful assembly. 
 
Article 16 A child is protected from unlawful interference with own privacy and 

family life. 
 

Article 17 A child has access to information and material from a range of national 
and international sources. 
 

Article 18 Both parents have responsibility for upbringing of child.�
 

Article 19 Protection against physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect 
or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual 
abuse while in care of parents of legal guardian. 

 
Article 20 A child deprived of their family has the right to protection and 

assistance to provide alternative care by state, like adoption. 
 
Article 21 Competent authorities must carry out adoption in the best interest of 

the child. 
 

Article 22 Refugee children must have appropriate protection and humanitarian 
assistance. 

 
Article 23 Mentally or physically disabled children should enjoy a full and decent 

life with dignity and promotion of self-reliance and encouraged to 
actively participate within the community. 

 
Article 24 The right to the highest attainable standard of health and should not be 

deprived of their right to access of health care services. 
 
Article 25 If child is in care and receives treatment for mental or physical disability 

their treatment is up for periodic review. 
 
Article 26 Child has right to benefit from social security. 

 
Article 27 Every child has the right to an adequate standard of living. 

 
Article 28 A right to education and equal opportunities.  Primary education is 

compulsory in all countries and higher education should be made 
accessible to all. 

 
Article 29 Education should be directed towards the development of the child’s 

personality, talents and mental and physical abilities.  Also, respect 
should be given to the child’s and their parent’s cultural identity, 
language and values.  Also, children should be encouraged to respect 
the natural environment. 
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Article 30 If a child is from a minority group, i.e. ethnic or religious, they have the 
right to practice their own language or religion. 

 
Article 31 Right to rest and leisure and engage in play and recreational activities. 
 
Article 32 Child should be protected from economic exploitation and hazardous 

work.  
 
Article 33 States must protect child from the illicit use, production and sale of 

drugs. 
 
Article 34 Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse. 
 
Article 35 States must take appropriate measures to prevent abduction or sale of 

children.�
 
Article 36 States must protect exploitation of child that might affect their welfare. 

 
Article 37 No child shall be subjected to torture or cruel, inhumane treatment or 

punishment.  Nor shall they be deprived of their freedom and if they are 
imprisoned it should be as a last resort and in conformity with the law.  
If freedom is deprived, it has to be with humanity and respect and 
access to legal assistance.  

 
In 2002 two Optional Protocols were adopted.  These were: 
 
� � On the involvement of children in armed conflict  
� � On the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 



© Institute for Citizenship 

Scenario Cards 1 
 
What would happen if? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WHAT COULD HAPPEN IF THE 
UNITED NATIONS DECIDED TO 

REMOVE ARTICLE 6? 

 
WHEN THE UNITED NATIONS 

CAME TOGETHER AND ALL THE 
ARTICLES WERE WRITTEN, 
ARTICLE 28 WAS THE FIRST 
INCLUDED.  PRETEND THAT 

ARTICLE 28 DOES NOT EXIST.  
WHAT AFFECT WOULD THIS 

HAVE ON YOU? 

 
 
 

ARTICLE 31 HAS NOT BEEN PUT 
INTO PRACTICE BY BRITAIN. 
HOW DOES THIS AFFECT ALL 
CHILDREN IN THIS COUNTRY? 

 
 

IMAGINE, IT HAS BEEN AGREED 
BY ALL THE COUNTRIES THAT 

ARTICLE 24 IS TO BE REMOVED 
BECAUSE THE COUNTRIES 
CANNOT AFFORD IT.  WHAT 

AFFECT WILL THIS HAVE ON ALL 
CHILDREN? 

 
 
 

IMAGINE ARTICLE 37 NEVER 
EXISTED AND NEVER WILL.  

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ALL 
CHILDREN IN THE WORLD� �

 
 
 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE 
UNITED NATIONS DECIDED TO 

REMOVE ARTICLE 32? 
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Children’s Rights in the United Kingdom 
 
 
Every 5 years each of the countries signatory to the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child write a report about how it has supported children rights. 
 
An expert committee studies these reports.  This committee then says how, in its 
opinion, the country is meeting (or not meeting) the demands of the Convention. 
 
The latest report from the United Kingdom was written in 1999.  The response from 
the committee was issued in October 2002.  
 
While the United Kingdom can be proud in general of its record on safeguarding the 
rights of the child, there were criticisms made about its policies. 
 
 Among the criticisms directed at the United Kingdom were: 
 

The refusal to ban smacking in the home was a serious violation 
of the international convention to protect the rights of children. 
 
The detention of children of asylum seekers was singled out, as 
was the failure to give them basic services such as education and 
health. 
 
The UK says that children are responsible for criminal actions 
from a very young age. It should raise the age of criminal 
responsibility (eight in Scotland and 10 in the rest of the UK).  
 
Young people in prison in the UK are locked up with adult 
prisoners. 
 

Different laws apply in different parts of the United Kingdom.  England was not 
following the example of Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland in setting up an 
organisation to protect the human rights of children.  
 
The following worksheets give examples how this affects the lives of some young 
people. 
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A UNITED NATIONS 
REPRESENTATIVE 

 
YOU ARE ALL FOR HUMAN 

RIGHTS AND HAVE READ THE 
ARTICLE.  WHAT DO YOU 

THINK (YOU MAY WANT TO 
LOOK AT THE CONVENTION ON 

THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD)?�

 
BRITISH MEMBER OF 

PARLIAMENT 
 

YOU ARE A BRITISH MEMBER 
OF PARLIAMENT.  YOU ARE 

WORRIED ABOUT THE STATE 
OF THE COUNTRY. YOU 

BELIEVE PRISON WORKS TO 
MAKE PEOPLE NOT COMMIT 

OFFENCES IN FUTURE. 

Scenario Cards 2a 
 
Children’s Rights 
The Criminal Justice System 
 
 
 
People normally think that Children’s Rights are infringed abroad but not in this 
country.  But this country has been criticised by the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child for failing to meet all the standards laid out in the UN Convention  
 
Read the accompanying newspaper article.  In pairs or a group, make notes of any 
points that you think may be relevant to Children’s Rights.  Once you have�done�this, 
your teacher will allocate you a role that you will take.  From the point of view of this 
role discuss the article with the group. A member of the group needs to take note of 
all the different views to feedback to the rest of the class. 
 

ROLES 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TEENAGER IN PRISON 
 

THINK HOW IT MUST FEEL TO 
GO TO PRISON AND WHAT 

OTHER PEOPLE’S REACTION 
TO YOU MIGHT BE. 

 
 

SOMEONE JUST READING 
THE ARTICLE 

 
FROM YOUR OWN POINT OF 
VIEW WHAT DO YOU THINK 
ABOUT THE WHOLE THING? 
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Scenario Cards 2a – Article 
 
©Nobody helped me©  
 
 
JK was 17 when she received an 18-month sentence in a young offender�s institution 
for trying to smuggle drugs into the country. Now 18 she is living in a YMCA hostel 
and hopes to be a singer  
 
Thursday October 9, 2003 
The Guardian  
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The facts  
 
There are over 3,000 young people in custody at any time: a relative level four times 
higher than France and 100 times higher than Finland. 
  
Between 1998 and 2002, there were 1,111 reports of people under 18 harming 
themselves in a young offender�s institutions and 12 teenagers killed themselves 
while in custody.  
 
Eighty per cent of 14 to 17 year-olds released in 1998 were reconvicted within two 
years - a significantly worse record than for community sentences.  
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Scenario Cards 2b – Article 
 
Fear of Smacking 
 
People normally think that Children’s Rights are infringed abroad but not in this 
country. But this country has been criticised by the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child for failing to meet all the standards laid out in the UN Convention Read the 
accompanying newspaper article.  In pairs or a group, make notes of any points that 
you think may be relevant to Children’s Rights.  Once you have done this, your 
teacher will allocate you a role that you will take.  From the point of view of this role 
discuss the article with the group. A member of the group needs to take note of all 
the different views to feedback to the rest of the class. 
 

ROLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A UNITED NATIONS 
REPRESENTATIVE 

 
YOU ARE ON THE COMMITTEE 

TO PROTECT CHILDRENS 
RIGHTS. YOU READ THE 

ARTICLE – WHY DO YOU THINK 
CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE 

SMACKED? 

 
 
 

A CHILD 
 

WHAT DO YOU FEEL ABOUT 
SMACKING? 

 

 
 
 

A NEWSPAPER EDITOR 
 

YOUR PAPER SAYS THAT 
PARENTS SHOULD BE 

ALLOWED TO SMACK THEIR 
CHILDREN – WHY DO YOU SAY 

THAT? 
 

 
 
 

A PARENT 
 

IMAGINE YOU ARE A PARENT. 
DO YOU THINK SMACKING IS A 

GOOD OR BAD THING? 
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Scenario Card 2b - Article  
©People should stop©  
 
Shane McGunnigle, aged 9, attends an after-school club run by the London-based 
children�s charity the Coram Family.  Here he imagines what it feels like to be on the 
receiving end of a hand raised in anger  
 
Thursday October 9, 2003 
The Guardian  
 

� ���� � �� 
 � � � �� � ���� � �� � ��	 � � �� � ��� �� �� 	 � �� � � � � � �� � �� 	 �
 � ��� ' 	 #�� �
 �+	 � �� � ���
 
 � � � �� � ��� �� � � �� � � � � � � ��� �� � � � � ��� 	 
 � � �
 � � ��� �� � � � � � � �� � ��� � � � �� ��� � � 	 � �� � � �

 	 � � �� ��� �� 	 � � � �� ���
�
� � � � � � � �	 ��� 
 � � � �� � �� � ��� � � � #�� � � �
 � 
 
 � �	 � �� � � � � �� � 	 � �� �� � ���� � � 
 �� � � � ����
� � � � �� 	 �� 	 
 � � � �� � �� � � �� � � �� �� � � � �
 	 � �� �� � � ��� �� � ��� �� � 	 � � �� �	 � �� � � � �� 	 � �� �� � �
� � 	 � � � � � ���� � � � � � � �	 ��� 
 � � � �� � �� � � �� �� �� � �� � � 
 �� � �� ��� �� � �� � �� � 	 � � � �� � �
� � � 
 �
 	 � �� �� � �� � � � � � ���
�
� ��� 	 � �� 
 � � � �� � � 
 ��� �
 ����	 � �� �� � � � ��	 � �� ��� 
 �� � � 	 � � � �� � � �� 	 � �� � � �	 � �� �� � � � � � �
�	 � �� �
 �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� �� �
 	 � �� �+� � � �� 	 �	 ���� � � �� 	 �� 	 
 � � � �� � �� �� � �� � � ��� ��
� 	 � �� 
 � � � �� � � 
 �� � � � �
 ����� � � � � �� � � � �� � �� � � � �� 	 ��� �� � � �� � � � �
 ����� � � � � �	 � �� � �� � �
� � � � � � � �� � � �� � � � �
 ����� � � �� � � � �� 	 �� � �� � �� 
 � � � � � �� � � ��� �
 ����� � � �� � �� � �� � �� �

 � � � � �	 ��� �
 � ���
�
, � 	 � �� �� � 	 � �� �� � �� � 	 � � � � ��� 	 
 �� 
 � � � �� � �� � � �� �� � ��� � � � �� � �� � � ��� 
 ��� � � � �
� � 	 � �� �� � �� 	 �� �� � � � �
 ����� � ��� �� �� �� � 	 � � �� ��� ��� � � � �� 	 � �� �� � � � �� 	 �� � � �� � � � �� � � � �
� � � ��� �� � � � �� 	 �� � � �� � � � � � �� 	 �� � � �� � � �� �� �� �� 	 �� � � � � � ��- � �� � � � �� � 	 � �� �� � �� � � � �� 	 �
� �� �� � � �
 � � � � �� 	 
 � 	 � � �� � � �� � �� �� � � 
 ���
�
� � � �� �� �� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� 	 �� � � � � � �� � � �� � � �
 � 
 
 � �� � � �� � � � � �� � 	 � �� �� � �
 � � � �
� 	 �� 	 �� �� � � � � �� 	 �� � �� �� � � 
 �� 	 � � � 	 ��� � � �� �� � � � � �� � � �� � �
 �� 	 
 � ���
�
$ � � � �� �� � � �� � ��� � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � � � � � �� ��� � ��� � � � �� 	 � � � ��	 � �� � � � �� � � � 	 � ��� � �� � � � � �
�� � �� � �� � � �� �� � � � ��	 � ��	 � � � � �� � � � ��� �� � � � � �� � � �� ��� � � �	 � �
 � � � � ��� ��� �� � � � �� 	 � �
� 
 � � � � � ��� � �
 ����� � � �� � � 
 �� � � � � �� � � �
 � � � �� � � 
 ��� � ��� � � � � �� 	 
 � �� � 	 � �� �� � � �
� 
 � � � � � ��	 � �� 	 �� � � � 	 � ��� � � � �
 �� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� �� � � � � � � �� 	 � �� ���� � �� � � 
 �
� � � 
 	 � � ��� � � �� � �� � � �� �� � � � �� � � � �
 ����� � � �� � � � � � �� � � �
 	 � � �� � ���
�
. � ��� � � � �� 	 � �� �� � � ��� ��� � � � �� � � � � �� � ��� 	 
 �� � �� � �� 
 � � � � � �� � � ��� �� �* � �� � �
 � � � �
� 	 �� � � �� � ��� ��� � �� � 	 � �� �� � �� � � � � � ��� ��� 	 � � �� � � � � � �� 
 � � � � � �� 	 � #�� 	 � �
 	 � �� �
	 � �� ��� � � � �� � � � �� � � � �
 � � � �* � �� � �� 	 � � �� �� �� � � �
 	 � �� �� � �� � �� � � � � �� � �� � � �� � 	 � � �
� � � 
 ���

 



© Institute for Citizenship 

The facts  
 
Since Sweden banned smacking a decade ago child deaths at the hands of parents 
have fallen to zero. In Britain they run at one a week. Smacking has been banned in 
12 European countries in the past 30 years. 
 
The British government has refused to move from its position that parents should be 
allowed to use "reasonable chastisement". 
 
Children�s charities point out that hitting someone over the age of 18 could put the 
assailant in court. Hitting a child is perfectly legal. 
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Scenario Cards 2c 
 
Poverty 
 
 
People normally think that Children’s Rights are infringed abroad but not in this 
country. But this country has been criticised by the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child for failing to meet all the standards laid out in the UN Convention  
 
Read the accompanying newspaper article.  In pairs or a group, make notes of any 
points that you think may be relevant to Children’s Rights.  Once you have done this, 
your teacher will allocate you a role that you will take.  From the point of view of this 
role discuss the article with the group. A member of the group needs to take note of 
all the different views to feedback to the rest of the class. 
 

ROLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BRITISH MEMBER OF 

PARLIAMENT 
 

YOU DO NOT THINK THAT 
POVERTY IS AN ISSUE OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS.  WHY DO YOU 
THINK THAT?  YOU NEED TO 

DEFEND YOUR POINT OF VIEW 
TO THE WHOLE CLASS 

 
UNITED NATIONS 

REPRESENTATIVE 
 

YOU THINK THAT CHILD 
POVERTY IS A HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE. WHY IS THAT?  WHAT 

ARE THE EFFECTS OF 
POVERTY ON CHILDREN? 

 

 
CRAIG 

 
HOW DO YOU THINK CRAIG 

FEELS?  ARE THERE THINGS 
THAT CRAIG CANNOT DO 

BECAUSE HE HAS NOT GOT 
THE MONEY?  WILL THE FACT 

THAT HE IS POOR NOW 
AFFECT HIM LATER IN LIFE? 

COUNCILLOR FOR THE 
ESTATE 

 
YOU REPRESENT THE ESTATE 
MENTIONED IN THIS ARTICLE. 

HOW DOES THE LACK OF 
MONEY AFFECT PEOPLE ON 

THE ESTATE, IS IT JUST 
YOUNG PEOPLE? WHAT 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
HAPPEN TO MAKE THE 

ESTATE A BETTER PLACE TO 
LIVE? 
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Scenario Cards 2c – Article 
 
Poverty 
 
The poverty victim 

Craig Grainger, 15, lives on the Fernhill estate in a former mining valley in South 
Wales which is now one of the most disadvantaged communities in the country.  The 
estate had just one shop and no meeting place until youngsters, supported by grants 
from Save the Children, started a cyber cafe and drop-in centre.  They now raise 
funds to pay for trips and training courses.

Thursday October 9, 2003 
The Guardian  
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The facts  
 
Eight per cent of British children (about 1 million) are severely poor, according to a 
report by Save the Children and Centre for Research in Social Policy last month.  
Government figures show that 3.8 million British children are poor (nearly one in 
three), living in households below 60% of median income. Large numbers of poor 
families continue to miss out on means-tested benefits. 
 
Children in poverty are more likely to have strained relationships with their parents, 
are least likely to talk to them about things that matter, and are least likely to be 
happy with their appearance and their life as a whole.  
 



© Institute for Citizenship 

Scenario Cards 2d 
 
Asylum Seekers 
 
 
People normally think that Children’s Rights are infringed abroad but not in this 
country. But this country has been criticised by the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child for failing to meet all the standards laid out in the UN Convention  
 
Read the accompanying newspaper article.  In pairs or a group, make notes of any 
points that you think may be relevant to Children’s Rights.  Once you have done this, 
your teacher will allocate you a role that you will take.  From the point of view of this 
role discuss the article with the group. A member of the group needs to take note of 
all the different views to feedback to the rest of the class. 
 

ROLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A UNITED NATIONS 
REPRESENTATIVE 

WHY DO YOU THINK WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED TO THE CHILD IN 

THE ARTICLE IS AGAINST 
THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS? 

 

 
 
 

MEMBER OF THE 
GOVERNMENT 

 
DEFEND THE TREATMENT OF 
THE CHILD IN THE ARTICLE. 

 
 

 
 
 

THE CHILD IN THE ARTICLE 
 

WHAT DOES THE CHILD FEEL? 
DOES THE CHILD FEEL THAT 

THIS TREATMENT IS 
JUSTIFIED? 

 

 
 

SOMEONE JUST READING THE 
ARTICLE 

 
WHAT IS YOUR OPINION? DO 
YOU THINK THAT THIS IS THE 
PROPER WAY TO DEAL WITH 

PEOPLE OR NOT? 
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Scenario Cards 2d – Article 
 
Asylum Seekers 
 
 
The asylum seeker  ©We were in prison. I did not understand©  
 
Abdullah Shakil, seven, came to Britain when his mother Bushra fled her abusive 
husband in Kuwait. Originally granted refugee status, they were served with a 
deportation order after immigration authorities discovered they had wrongly claimed 
on the asylum application that they had come from Pakistan rather than Kuwait. 
Abdullah, his mother and his brothers Talal, six, and Bassam, 14 months, who was 
born in Britain, were sent from Bradford to the Dungavel detention centre for asylum 
seekers in Strathaven, Lanarkshire, and are now on bail while they wait to find out if 
they will be deported  
 
Thursday October 9, 2003 
The Guardian  
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The facts  
 
Save the Children estimates that there are 82,000 refugee children in the UK.  It is 
impossible to say how many are being held in detention centres.  The government 
says it would be too expensive to collate the figures.  
 
From parliamentary answers, children�s charities estimate there are around 60 
children in these centres at any time. Ministers say it would be far more damaging to 
split families up while their cases were being processed.  
 
Last year 6,500 children who were unaccompanied or separated from their parents 
sought asylum in the UK.  
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Worksheet 5 
 
The Garment Worker – Thailand 
 
Sawai’s story 
Sawai Langlah, of Srisaket Province in north-east Thailand, had to find 
work at the age of 13 when her father, a construction worker, suddenly 
became paralysed.  There was no work locally so she had to leave 
school and get a job far from home in the capital, Bangkok, through a 
cousin who was already working in a small garment factory. 
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Worksheet 6 

 
Opinions 
 
 
After having read Sawai’s story, sit back and think how you might feel about working 
in such a factory. 
 
 
 
Does the UN Convention apply to Sawai?  Why?  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Article 19 says that children should be protected from abuse.  Is Sawai protected? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Sawai has to leave home.  Do you think this goes against the Convention?  Which 
article would it go against?  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Sawai is concerned about her education.  Under the Convention does she have a 
right to education?  What article covers this? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Factsheet 4 
 
When can I? 
 
The law affects us from the moment we are born.  Throughout our lives it gives us 
various rights and responsibilities, saying what we can and can’t do. 
 
For example, from birth you can: 
 
·  Agree to or refuse medical treatment (including contraception) if you 

understand the implications of it. 
·  Ask to see personal information held on computer about you. 
·  Get confidential advice and counselling. 
·  Enter a public bar, at the landlord’s discretion, and if they hold a children’s 

certificate. 
·  Make a complaint about sexual or racial harassment, or make a complaint 

against the police. 
 
At 5 you can: 
 
·  Drink alcohol in private. 
·  You are at compulsory school age. 

 
 
At 10 you can: 
 
·  Be convicted of a criminal offence (or sexual offence, if male) and be     given 

a custodial sentence for a serious crime. 
 
At 12 you can: 
 
·  Buy a pet (at the seller’s discretion). 
 
At 13 you can: 
 
·  Get a newspaper round if by-laws allow it (York does, for e.g.). 
 
At 14 you can: 
 
·  Go into a public bar on your own (at the landlord’s discretion) but you cannot 

buy or consume alcohol there 
·  Get a part-time job.  There are restrictions: e.g. you can’t work more than 2 

hours on school days or Sundays. 
 
At 16 you can: 
 
·  Work full time if you have left school, join a trade union. 
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·  Marry, or join the Armed Forces with your parents’ consent. 
·  Buy certain alcoholic drinks with a meal in restaurants (beer, cider or perry). 
·  Hold a licence to drive a moped, invalid carriage, commercial pilot’s licence 

for glider or plane. 
·  Get a National Insurance number. 
·  Have the right to be offered a Youth Training place if not in work or full time 

education. 
·  Claim Income Support in certain circumstances (e.g. you are in full time 

education and forced to live away from your parents). 
 
At 17 you can: 
 
·  Be tried in an adult court and sent to prison. 
·  Be questioned by the police without a parent or guardian there. 
·  Give blood. 
 
At 18 you can: 
 
·  Leave home, marry, change your name. 
·  Vote in elections. 
·  You are entitled to the minimum wage. 
·  Serve on a jury, bring and defend a court action, sue, be sued. 
·  Have a chequebook, credit card, be liable for overdrafts, credit etc., pawn 

goods in a pawn shop. 
·  Buy and drink alcohol in a bar. 
 
At 21 you can: 
 
·  Become an MP or local councillor. 
·  Hold a licence to sell alcohol, hold a PSV or HGV licence. 
·  Adopt a child. 
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Worksheet 7 
 
 
Copy the ages at which ‘you can’ onto card and cut out.  Ask students to match 
these with the statements of Rights.  There will be more than one Right for each age.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From birth you can: 

At 10 you can: 

At 12 you can: 

At 14 you can: 

At 16 you can: 

At 17 you can: 

At 18 you are an adult in the 
eyes of the law and can: 
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Have a bank account (at the bank’s 
discretion), own property 

Give evidence in court 

Choose your own religion 

Carry a donor card 

Babysit – though parents should 
assess your suitability 

Smoke, but not buy, cigarettes 

Be convicted of a criminal offence (or 
sexual offence, if male) and be given a 
custodial sentence for a serious crime 

Buy a pet (at the seller’s discretion) 

From 
Birth 

From 
10 

From 
12 
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Get a part-time job.  There are 
restrictions on house etc: eg you can’t 

work more than 2 hours on school 
days or Sundays 

Go into a public bar on your own (at 
the landlord’s discretion) but you 

cannot buy or consume alcohol there 

Work full time if you have left school, 
join a trade union 

From 16 you can leave school, 
depending on your birth date 

Leave home (with or without your 
parents’ permission – only in 

exceptional circumstances would you 
need this) 

Have sex (with someone else 16+) – 
whether you are heterosexual, lesbian 

or gay 

Marry, or join the Armed Forces with 
your parents’ consent 

From 
14 

From 
16 
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Buy cigarettes, and liqueur chocolates 

Hold a licence to drive a moped, invalid 
carriage, commercial pilot’s licence for 

glider or plane 

Get a National Insurance number 

Apply for your own passport (may need 
parental consent) 

Hold a driving licence for a car or a 
motorbike (up to 125cc), pilot’s licence 

for a helicopter or airship, firearms 
licence 

Be tried in an adult court and sent to 
prison 

Be questioned by the police without a 
parent or guardian there 

Leave home, marry, change your name 

From 
17 

From 
18 



© Institute for Citizenship 

 
 
 
 
 

Vote in elections 

Buy and drink alcohol in a bar 

Become an MP or local councillor 

Hold a licence to sell alcohol, hold a 
PSV or HGV licence 

Adopt a child 

From 
21 


